
What to Expect in the Toddler Classroom  

 

We often think of infant rooms with soft music and lighting, sleeping babies and babies on their tummies on mats 

reaching for toys. Toddler classrooms, in contrast, have the reputation of being bustling and busy with children trying 

out their newly acquired skills of walking, climbing, and saying "no." Knowing what to expect in the toddler classroom 

can help ease the transition. 

• In our toddler classroom, we will be utilizing a group schedule (vs. the individualized schedule used in the infant 

rooms).  The ratios of adults to children and the group size will also be larger in the Toddler room with a ratio of 1:6.  

• Your child’s teachers will continue to design learning experiences that promote children's blossoming independence, 

cognitive and social skills. There will be a brief circle time with songs, stories, puppets, and more to engage and 

stimulate our Toddlers. Hands on activities such as free art and sensory play will be incorporated into our day. The 

toddlers will do activities as a group, attend enrichment classes, have group play outside, and attend school wide events. 

• There will be physical changes to your child's transition to the toddler room.  They will transition from a crib to a cot, for 

example. While your child may not have yet moved from a crib to a bed at home, we find that our toddlers do very well 

with this transition at school and that this change eases the change at home from crib to bed when you are ready.  This 

transition will also mean that your toddler will be moving from 2 naps a day to 1.   

• Eating:  The toddlers will now eat snack and lunch as a group at small tables.  Snack will typically be at 8:30 in the 

morning, lunch will be around 11:15 and afternoon snack will be at 3:15. These times are subject to change to meet the 

group’s overall needs. Milk (2%) will be served with lunch unless otherwise discussed with the teacher. This transition 

also means that we will not be using bottles in the classroom any longer. We will be using sippy cups of milk at 

mealtimes, with a sippy cup of water provided throughout the day. Please provide a divided, bento style container 

for lunch and an individual container for your child’s snack. This will be very helpful in navigating this 

transition. (Here’s a link to a great kid’s style bento on Amazon: https://tinyurl.com/y576cwk7 )                             

Please label everything! 

• Naps: We will strive to have the afternoon naps right after lunch 12:00ish to 2:30ish.  Again, we will take the cues from 

our toddlers for the first month or so and adapt our schedule as needed. 

• You may receive more notices of bumps and bruises. That is typically due to toddlers trying out their new movement 

skills as teachers help children safely explore their world. 
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